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mountains and came to terms with the conquerors.
Soliman, the new Pasha of Belgrade, received him
with every respect and appointed him headman, or
oberknes* of the three districts where he had influence.
His conduct has naturally given rise to very different
views of his character. Some regard him as an astute
statesman, who saw that the only way to save his
country was to worm himself into the confidence
of its conquerors, and so moderate the violence of
their anger. Others consider him to have been a
traitor, who cared for nothing but his own personal
advantage. A true hero would hardly have acted
like Milosh, for he would have desired that his
actions should be above suspicion. But the good-
ness or badness of his motives, however much they
may affect our estimate of his character, does not
detract from the importance of his work.

At first he appeared to be a zealous supporter of
Turkish rule. When Hadschi Prodan, a patriotic
Serb, rose against the conquerors in 1814, he promptly
suppressed the revolt, but endeavoured to save the
rebels from the results of their acts. But the cruelty
of Soliman made him fear for his own safety; his head,
he said, was no longer secure. Under a pretext he
quitted Belgrade and took to the mountains, where
he soon gathered around him a band of malcontents.
At Takovo on Palm Sunday, 1815, he was hailed by
his comrades as " Supreme Chief" of the Serbs. From
every side men flocked to his banner ; a guerilla
warfare, such as the Serbs love, made terrible havoc
with the Turkish troops; even the strong fortress of
Passarovic fell into his hands. The dread of Rus-